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Dear _______:

It’s breeding season for the mosquito that can spread West Nile Virus. What’s the best way to control the mosquito population in our area? By working together, governments and citizens in cities and towns across the nation are working to “Fight the Bite” to prevent the spread of West Nile Virus.

How? By preventing mosquitoes from breeding. Dump standing water where mosquitoes breed. Kill immature mosquitoes already hatched in bodies of water that can’t be dumped by using larvacides. Street and aerial spraying with pesticides to kill adult, flying mosquitoes is ineffective in controlling the overall mosquito population and the pesticides used are hazardous to kids and pets.

Major cities, such as Fort Worth, Texas and Washington, DC, have put away their spray trucks and focus instead on eliminating standing water where mosquitoes breed, using larvacides, and preventing people from getting bitten by mosquitoes.

These simple and safe measures are working across the country to reduce mosquito populations, as they protect everyone from hazardous pesticides. Solid, unbiased research data is being published almost every week that confirms the dangers pesticides can pose. Just this week, a new study published in the July issue of Annals of Neurology  provides the strongest evidence to date of the link between pesticide exposure and Parkinson's disease.

The enclosed PSAs, provided by our partner, Beyond Pesticides, urge everyone in our area to act now to help control mosquitoes, without the use of pesticides. The PSAs provide a web site address where your listeners can get complete information on working together to Fight the Bite.

Would you help us get the word out by scheduling one of the enclosed 30 second versions of the West Nile Virus PSAs in your regular PSA rotation? I can provide the scripts in case you only do live PSAs. Breeding time is imminent for the mosquito that can carry West Nile Virus, making this a time-sensitive matter. We’d appreciate it if you could fit our PSAs into your rotation as soon as possible, hopefully throughout the months of August, and early September. 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration of our request.

